
OUR MISSION STATEMENT….

We are active believers renewed by the
Holy Spirit, giving glory to God.
Reaching out to others,

we bring hope in Christ to the

community and the world.

A prayer for the Fourth

Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for the blessings of this land and the gifts of cultures
around the world. Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind us, in the words of the hymn, that
“this is our Father's world” and that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us against despair. Help
us focus on the kindness evident daily: from generous neighbors to conscientious public servants (because most are). On
Independence Day and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler
yet.” Amen.

—Sandy Hyland
* * * * *



LSI’s Host Homes Program

Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI)
empowers hundreds of Iowans with disabilities.
There is no greater joy for us than seeing an
individual develop greater independence, find their
confidence, and thrive in their community. And
through our innovative Host Homes program, LSI
has found a new way to lift up our Iowa neighbors.
Through the program, adults with disabilities or
“mentees” move from a supported community
living setting – like a 24‐hour, fully staffed home
with roommates – into a private family home with
a Host Homes “mentor”. LSI collaborates with the
individuals we serve and the contracted mentors to
ensure each match is the perfect fit and to create a
shared living opportunity that is beneficial to
mentors and mentees. LSI is seeking
compassionate and dedicated caregivers to join us
in the mission. If you have room in your heart and
in your home, being a Host Homes mentor might
be for you! Visit LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn
more. If you are interested in supporting crucial
programming like LSI’s Services for People with
Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI
director of philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563‐676‐2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and
Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.

The Best Kind of Bond

Amanda needed a change. For years, she had
received 24‐hour care, living in a busy home with
three roommates. But she was lashing out and
becoming aggressive, and she required multiple
psychiatric hospital visits throughout the year to
receive mental health treatment. She and her dad,
Bruce, knew she needed more one‐on‐one
attention to thrive. They turned to LSI’s new Host
Homes program. Through LSI’s Services for People
with Disabilities, the program allows adults with
disabilities to transition from supported
community living to a private family home where
they build positive, lasting relationships with a
specially selected mentor instead of a team of staff
members. Soon, Amanda was matched with Mavis,
an LSI Host Homes mentor. On the day Mavis and
Amanda first met, they clicked. And a year later,
the family hasn’t looked back. Instead of several
emergency calls and incidents each year, Amanda
has gone over a year without any mental health
hospitalization. Mavis has spent the last year
collaborating with Amanda to find the best way for
her to communicate her emotions. She wants
Amanda to know her voice and thoughts are heard.
“Mavis has helped in every way,” Bruce says. “She
cares, she’s loving, she’s patient, and she’s getting
Amanda engaged in art classes and hobbies she
loves. I have a happier daughter now.”

Special dates

 Canada Day, July 1, 2019



 U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2019

YOUNG AT HEART GROUP - Join us at Our Saviors
for an old fashioned, Victorian tea party on Wednesday,
July 24th at 2:00 in the afternoon. We have an out of
town group coming to entertain us while we enjoy our
tea and tea party sandwiches and desserts. And, yes,
we even beefed up some things for the men. So, wives
please bring those husbands, as they, too, will enjoy our
afternoon party. If you liked "The Church Basement
Ladies", I am told part of our entertainment will remind
you of it. RSVP will be required, so the correct amount
of groceries can be purchased for the tea party. Ladies,
though not required, if you dress up wearing a hat
during the party, your name will be placed in a hat for
door prize drawings. Sunday, July 14th is the RSVP
deadline to attend. There will be a $6 per person
charge at the door to offset the cost of the food,
beverages, desserts, and entertainment, etc. Call Dawn
Holmes at Ph: 319-268-1663 to RSVP no later than July
14th or for questions. Plan to relive the past and have
some fun!

Spaghetti Dinner ~ Thank you to
everyone that attended the annual Spaghetti
Dinner. A BIG thank you to volunteers: Betty
Jacobsen, Kiara Short, Todd Moline, Sue Pickerill,
Carol Lee Redmon, with preparation, serving, and
cleanup. We served 83 neighbors and community
residents!

Help Wanted—Our Savior’s is looking for
someone who would help out with the sound
system during funeral services. Many times,
grieving families have special requests to honor
their loved ones during the service and we cannot
accommodate them. Please call Pastor Megan if
you are willing to help.

If you have any large plastic ice cream
buckets, please bring them to the kitchen. We use
them to send leftover food from funeral luncheons.
Questions may be addressed to Jeanette Alton.

God is everywhere

We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent,
and God is shining through it all the time. This is not just
a fable or a nice story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves
to God and forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, and
we see it maybe frequently. God shows himself
everywhere, in everything — in people and in things and
in nature and in events. It becomes very obvious that
God is everywhere and in everything and we cannot be
without him. It’s impossible. The only thing is that we
don’t see it.

—Thomas Merton

Garden of Eatin’ Update
Come join us in the garden on Monday’s and
Friday’s from 9 a.m.-11 a.m. We appreciate all
volunteers. Contact Debbie Crawford at 277-
7514 to volunteer to help. See you at the
garden!!

A Guide for Giving
I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to
give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than
we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on
comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the
standard common among those with the same income
as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our
charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say
they are too small. There ought to be things we should
like to do and cannot do because our charitable
expenditures exclude them.

—C.S. Lewis

The Word, our Newsletter, is
printed monthly and mailed toward
the end of each month. Items to be
included in The Word are due on



the 15th of the month.
*If you are hospitalized and would like a
pastoral visit, please call and let the Pastor or
office know. Thank you!

*Please schedule all activities involving use of
the building through the church office. Church
activities are scheduled on a first come first
served basis. If you would like to schedule
please call (319) 233-3156 Monday thru Friday 8
a.m.— 12:00 p.m.

Bible Quiz

At the burning bush, Moses asks God’s name. What is
God’s answer?

A. The Lord
B. I AM
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
D. All of the above

Answer: D (See Exodus 3:14-15.)

From Your Treasurer
$$—Financially Speaking—$$

Amount needed to meet current budget:
Weekly = $ 3,410.00
Monthly = $14,775.00

For the month of May 2019:
Income offerings $10,310.00
Total Expenses —12,699.68
Balance $4,193.86

Average Attendance for May = 65

Christian Symbol
WHEAT —Many of Jesus’ parables liken the kingdom of
heaven to wheat growing abundantly in a field, as
opposed to weeds planted by the evil one. When God
“sows” the gospel broadly, some soil produces great
crops of wheat (believers, people who become part of
God’s family); elsewhere, wheat (belief) flourishes briefly
or not at all. Wheat also symbolizes the bread of Holy
Communion and Christ, the bread of life.

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser
July 15th from 5pm‐8pm! We need 4‐6 volunteers
to clear tables at Pizza Ranch (4302 University
Avenue, Cedar Falls) Monday, July 15th. OSLC will
receive 7% of the net sales, plus all tips.
Volunteers must arrive at 4:30pm. Please wear
jeans, close‐toed shoes and an OSLC shirt. We
encourage members to bring their family and
friends out to Pizza Ranch that night

Self-fulfilling prophecies

“Children have this amazing way of becoming exactly
who we tell them they are,” writes Amy Weatherly. “If we
tell them they are strong, they become strong. If we tell
them they are kind, they become kind.”

Perhaps Jesus knows this when he tells his disciples,
“You are the salt of the earth [and] the light of the world”
(Matthew 5:13-14). Clearly they haven’t already
mastered sharing Jesus’ goodness with everyone! They
are works in progress, as are we. But Jesus, teacher
that he is, seems to set the bar high so his followers will
strive to meet his expectations.

“You are Peter,” Jesus tells Simon, “and on this rock I
will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). We can hear
Weatherly: “If we tell them they’re faithful, they become
faithful.” And when Jesus declares, “You are of more
value than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:31), we believe
in our worth and live it out. We become what Jesus tells
us we are.

—Heidi Mann

Congratulations to Chris and
Molly Ott on the arrival of their daughter, Edna
Rae! She was born on June 13th. Edna is the
grand-daughter of Garry and Sandy Stuber.

Fall Dinner - There will be a
meeting to discuss the fall dinner for this year.



The meeting will be after the service on Sunday,
July 14th, in the library. Everyone is invited.
Questions may be addressed to Jeanette Alton.

Traveling advice –
We need deliberately to call to mind the joys of our
journey. Perhaps we should try to write down the
blessings of one day. We might begin; we could never
end; there are not pens or paper enough in all the world.

—George Buttric

Ladies Group Reminders

Rebecca Circle— On break for the summer months but

if you have any questions, please call Roberta Jacobson

at 235‐1544.

Ruth Circle— will be taking a break for the months of

July and August and will pick back up in September.

Deborah Circle ‐ will be on break during the summer,

and will pick back up in September. Please contact Joyce

Arends if you have any questions 234‐4376.

 

July 5th – Dean & Donna Kerns

July 7th – Dave & Karen Bossom

July 9th – Ben & Sara Kavalier

July 11th – Michael & Jennifer
Bessman

July 12th – Travis & Sarah Brown

July 18th – Bernie & Joyce Arends

Suggestions for July &

August donations. Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Hamburger

Helper, Tomato Sauce & Paste, Cereal, Powdered Milk,

Canned Fruit

Love Made Flesh

The whole concept of God taking human shape had

never made much sense to me. That was because, I

realized one wonderful day, it was so simple. For people

with bodies, important things like love have to be

embodied. That's all. God had to be embodied, or else

people with bodies would never in a trillion years

understand about love. ‐Jane Vonnegut

Yarmolinsky

Our Approachable Lord

There is not a hint of one person who was afraid to

draw near [Jesus]. There were those who mocked him.

There were those who were envious of him. There were

those who misunderstood him. There were those who

revered him. But there was not one person who

considered him too holy, too divine or too celestial to

touch. There was not one person who was reluctant to

approach him for fear of being rejected. Remember that.

—Max Lucado, God Came Near

Birthdays in July
July 2nd ‐ Michelle Halverson

July 4th ‐ Sherri Gabbard, Barb Pratt, USA

July 5th – Kayla Davis

July 6th ‐ Joyce Arends, Kayla Bessman,
Beverly Smith

July 7th – Seth Petersen

July 8th – Bernie Musch

July 11th – Ken Fischer

July 12th – Pam Hamlyn, Betty Jacobsen

July 16th – Roxie Davis, Elaine Meihost



July 17th – Jeff Owen

July 18th – Lynn Bowers, Jordan Carbiener,
Mercedez Neessen, Marty Stallman, Shealen Streblow

July 24th – Matt Gardner, Conrad Hopper,
Erin Wagner

July 25th – Jim Rubendall

July 26th – Judy Peterson

July 30th – Darrin Gray

July 31st – Deb Voelker



Pastor’s Page
Friends in Christ,

During my time in Montana in early June, I was invited to preach at the congregation where I
grew up. They are celebrating their 60th anniversary as a congregation this year. As part of that
they invited those who have graduated from high school in the past 15 years or so and are
currently involved in some kind of ministry to come back and share with the congregation how
our involvement with the various ministries of the congregation lead us to lives of service. There
are 6 that I know of who were invited back-some are pastors or in seminary, some are working in
camp ministry, some have participated in Young Adults in Global Mission or Lutheran
Volunteer Corps. We were all asked to give a mission moment highlighting some of the ways
Our Redeemer’s LC and its ministries had shaped and supported our calls to service.

So I preached on the lectionary texts for the day and then during the offering shared with the
congregation the ways God worked through them to shape and support my call to ministry. I
spoke of the children and youth programs where I was given the opportunity to ask questions and
explore the Bible and faith in my daily life. I spoke of their support and encouragement to attend
Bible camp and the importance that has played in my life. I spoke of being given the opportunity
to learn leadership skills and share my own faith through volunteering with VBS, middle school
programs and high school retreats when I aged out of each of those particular programs. I spoke
of their prayer and financial assistance as I attended college and seminary. Above all, I lifted up
the role that relationships with various pastors, congregational adults of all ages, and my own
peers were significant in my call to ministry and I had the opportunity to thank them for the ways
they have touched my life.

I share all this because whether we are part of ministry as a profession or not, we all have stories
and people who have shaped our ministry as part of the priesthood of all believers. People who
talked with us and allowed us to question, people who lived lives of great faith even though they
never spoke of them, congregations and other institutions that have allowed us to reach out to
share the love of God with a hurting world.

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us.” We are all called to lives of service to God. These lives take many
different forms, but we are all called to share the love of God with all we encounter. However we
don’t do this alone, we are surrounded by those who have come before us and by those who walk
alongside us. We have the assistance of God, the three in one, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. So I
invite you to think about the people, places, and events that have shaped your faith up to this
point. How have they done so? And how can you do the same for others?

Pastor Megan
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