OUR MISSION STATEMENT….
We are active believers renewed
by the Holy Spirit, giving glory to
God. Reaching out to others, we
bring hope in Christ to the
community and the world

A Word from Pastor Megan
OSL Christmas Shoppe
Advent/Christmas Services
Young at Heart Lunch
Guess Who? Picture
January Bible Study Begins
Groups Out and About

Advent Litany
As we enter the season of Advent amidst the
already bustling commercial Christmas
season, I invite you to find time each day to
pause and reflect on the coming Christ.
Maybe it is spending time each day with the
texts from that week’s Sunday texts, perhaps
its lighting an Advent wreath or a single
candle in your home and spending time in
prayer and scripture, or any number of
things you may feel connect you with the
true reason of this season.
I have included the following
litany that you could use in many different
ways to celebrate and contemplate this
season. I think I am going to tape it to my
mirror so I say it and reflect on it at least
once each day.
~Pastor Megan

—from ELCA World Hunger—
In this deep-blue season of
waiting and watching,
Turn our thoughts and prayers to you,
God of hope.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
In the wilderness of sin and fear,
Show us the tree of life
for the healing of the nations.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
Accompany us on the hectic highways
of our lives.
Draw us to your manger to
kneel in peace before you.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
Lead us to your justice, O God.
Show us your love, wrap us in your holiness.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
We long for your glorious light.
Shine your face upon us and
we shall be saved.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

December 2018
Merry Christmas from LSI!
“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5
As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to
you! Every day, as a ministry partner of LSI,
you help bring the light of Christ to others.
At LSI, we know many people experiencing
deep darkness. We know parents who feel
hopeless, with little to no resources to raise
their young children. We know adults with
disabilities who feel voiceless, with no support
system or connection to their community. We
know teens who are aging out of the foster
care system, who fear they will never have a
family to love them.
The holidays can be an especially difficult time
for our most vulnerable neighbors. In the spirit
of giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of
working together, let us stand with them and lift
them up this Christmas season. If you would
like to learn more about how you can support
Iowa children and families, contact
Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and
church relations, at 563-676-2065 or
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas
from LSI!
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa
responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,

religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual
orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Giving Back to Her Community
Two years ago, Sarah felt helpless. She
struggled with her mental health, there was
tension between family members at home, and
she couldn’t find support or resources that
worked with her family’s busy schedule.
Sarah connected with LSI’s Early Childhood
Services, and through a local program she
received flexible in-home parenting education
to help her family thrive. Her LSI parent
educator worked with her to learn about money
management, healthy communication, and
skills for parenting her two young children.
Now Sarah feels confident raising her family.
She has found a support system and is ready
to give back to her community and help other
young mothers in need. Whenever she can,
she tells other moms about LSI and helps refer
them for services.
Because she felt empowered by LSI’s Early
Childhood Services, Sarah is creating a ripple
effect across her community. She is passionate
about lifting up and strengthening other
families in need of the hope and healing she
received.

YOUNG AT HEART - Soup's On!!! Come
join us in the Social Hall on Thursday,
December 13th at 11:30 for a soup pot luck
luncheon with hot crock pots filled with soup,
your favorite chilled or hot cheesy dip with
crackers and homemade dessert. Bring to the
pot luck a steaming crock pot of soup, a
favorite dip with chips, beverages, or a dessert
to share. It's gonna be cold outside so for
some ideas, think hot cheesy potato or corn
chowda, spicy hot chili, homemade chicken
and noodles, maybe a cheesy Reuben or
Velveeta dip with chips, a winter season pecan
pie or apple dessert bars, etc. Yumm, I'm
already drooling.... And, if you don't feel like
cooking, there is always a quick pie pickup
from Perkins, Bishop's Chocolate pie at
Fareway, apple pie at Walmart, or bring a hot
cranberry cider beverage to share,
etc. Suggestion - You may want to call Dawn
ahead to coordinate soups and avoid
repetition. My phone number is 319-2681663. We will play some easy games
afterward in the social hall. Come for the food,
fun, and fellowship!!

Fall Dinner Fundraiser— A HUGE thank
you to everyone who supported our annual fall
dinner fundraiser. Those who purchased
tickets, baked goodies, delivered meals, set up
the social hall, peeled potatoes, greeted and
helped guests and anyone who worked in any
capacity to make the fundraiser a success. A
special thank you to Charlene Ingalls for
preparing the delicious food for everyone to
enjoy. We served 212 dinners and after the
$315.00 meat expense made $2067.00. All
profits were put toward our general fund to help
with operating funds.
Thank you,
Jeanette

THANK YOU—small words—
big meaning
I want to thank each of you for supporting The
Board of Evangelism during my tenure.
The goal was to reach out to the church
neighbors and the community. The first project
was making pillowcase dresses and shorts for
our partner church in Namibia inviting area
Lutheran churches to join us in fellowship.
Ladies sewed hundreds of dresses and shorts
and made crosses to place in the pocket. We
also sent dresses and shorts to Haiti and
Bogota, Colombia for families living in poverty.
Little did we know God had a plan that
exceeded expectations giving Our Savior’s
recognition locally and across the entire U.S.
(This project may be viewed at
https://www.thrivent.com/making-adifference/living-generously/thrivent-actionteams/ Stitched With Love)
Sewing, decorating, and adopting numerous
Christmas stockings that made the holiday
special for the U.S. military men and women
serving overseas and military residing at
Country View. Craft sessions shared with Our
Savior’s members and church neighbors.
Potlucks that featured scrumptious meals.
Monthly birthday/anniversary celebrations.
Youth for partnering with Evangelism making
holiday treats to thank local firefighters and
police officers for their service as well as the
annual plant sale. A special thank you to my
partners Deb Voelker, Dave Bossom, Todd &
Cindy Moline, and Kathy DiDomenico for their
ideas and commitment to accomplish the
yearly goals of community and world outreach.
The goal to reach out to the church neighbors
and the community was accomplished because
of “YOU”, Our Savior’s members. Give yourself
a pat on the back. Jeanette Alton

OSLC LOAN CLOSET—Our loan closet is
available to anyone who has a need for
medical equipment. If you or someone you
know could make use of the loan closet please
contact Joyce Arends at 234-4376. Also,
please call Joyce if you currently have checked
items out and have not contacted her.
Thank you!

Bible Study starting January— sign up
to participate with others as we take a look
“From Beginning to End” a study in Revelation.
Guidebooks will be ordered on January 6th so
please sign up on the large bulletin board. Cost
of the book is $9, but don’t let the cost stop you
from taking part! Call the church office or talk to
Pastor Megan after the first of the year to make
arrangements.
For many in the church, Revelation is a
confusing book. Martin Luther himself thought
the images in Revelation were
incomprehensible and found the book's
meaning unclear. It is a book that disturbs us
and, especially given many popular
interpretations, frightens us. The bizarre,
confusing images, however, have inspired
poets and artists, musicians and moviemakers. They also offer us glimpses into who
Jesus is and who we are called to be in
response. The 6 sessions in this Bible study
explore the images of Christ found in
Revelation. The texts we cover during this
study will show up as part of the Sunday
lectionary readings in the coming Easter
season.
Pray for our loved ones
who are facing difficulties,
losses and health concerns—
Roberta Cue, Wayne Kerns, Jack Bickel,
Jase Burmahl, Ron Heidt, Carolyn Riley,
Earnie/Julie Bean, Mike Tovar, Lynn Bowers,
Bev Bunn, Chris Cook, Charlene Ingalls,
Jack and Sue Pickerill, Adelia Blomgren,
Charlene Marson, Jeanette Ridgley,
Jeananne Tharp.
to be added/removed from the prayer list or
if you desire a visit, please contact the
church office 233-3156 or Pastor Kristen at
(319) 621-8074.
*If you are hospitalized and would like a
pastoral visit, please call and let the Pastor
or office know. HIPAA law requires your
permission. Thank you!

Condolences
† Our sympathies go out to Dale and
Karol Knoblock in the death of their
sister-in-law Patricia Lane toward the
end of October. Patricia lived in
Wisconsin and had some health
concerns but her death was very
unexpected.
† We extend sympathy also to the family
of Cliff Rasmusson who passed on
October 24th. His funeral service,
officiated by Pastor Kristen Wipperman
was held at Our Savior’s on October
29th.
† Our deepest sympathies to Janice
Hartman and all the family as Rodney
passed on Tuesday, October 30th after
a long struggle with health issues.
Pastor Gary Hedding held his service
here on Friday, November 2nd.
† We send our sincere sympathies to
Henry Branhagen and families as
Connie passed unexpectedly on
October 31st. Pastor Gary Hedding
conducted her funeral service here on
Thursday, November 8th.
God’s peace and comfort— our
prayers and thoughts are with all of
you.

Memorials

Bob Browne—

Janet Bessman
Bob Fischer
Jeff Ersland—
Jeanette Alton
Rodney Hartman— Dawn Holmes
Jeanette Alton
Virgil Hunemuller— Bernie/Joyce Arends
Chet Hunemuller
Lance Batye
M. Annette Nannemann
Jeanette Alton
Violet Stuber—
Jeanette Alton

Memorial Fund-October 2018
Category:
Amount:
Worship supplies
657.29
Roof
3,150.11
Office equipment
1,692.06
Kitchen
1,835.55
Sound system
1.48
Youth equipment
10.00
Choir/Music
565.77
Church Furnishings
384.70
Church Lighting
1,829.06
Heating/cooling
646.00
Lawn/Snow removal
245.00
Total $11,017.02

*Didn’t see your birthday or
anniversary on the
calendar? Can we add your
cell phone number to our
contact information? Did
you cancel your home
phone? Has your physical
address changed? How
about your email address?
You can help keep all this information current
and up to date by calling (319) 233-3156 or
email us at oslcwloo@mediacombb.net.

Sunday Service Schedule—
December 2 – Pastor Ruth Ann Shriver
1st Sunday of Advent -Contemporary-Communion

* The Word, our
Newsletter, is printed
monthly and mailed
toward the end of
each month. Items to
be included in The
Word are due on the
15th of the month. If
the 15th falls on a weekend, items are due the
following Monday. Thanks so much!
*Please schedule all activities involving use
of the building through the church office.
Church activities are scheduled on a first
come first served basis. If you would like to
schedule please call (319) 233-3156 Monday
thru Friday 8 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. (leave message)

*Weekly announcements, which are printed
along with our Sunday bulletin, are due each
Wednesday before Noon. If you would like to
add something to the announcements please
call the office before Noon on Wednesdays.
(319) 233-3156.

December 9 – Pastor Ruth Ann Shriver
2nd Sunday of Advent-Traditional-Communion

December 16 – Henry Kerns
3rd Sunday of Advent-Contemporary Service

December 23rd – Don Lubbert
4th Sunday of Advent–Traditional Hymn Sing

December 24th – Kristen Wipperman
Christmas Eve Worship begins 7:15 p.m.
December 30th – Henry Kerns
Contemporary - Service of Lessons and Carols

From Your Treasurer
$$—Financially Speaking—$$
Amount needed to meet current budget:
Weekly = $ 3,462.00
Monthly = $15,000.00
For the month of October 2018:
Income
offerings $13,092.00
other Income
4,593.00
Total $17,685.00
Total Expenses
— 14,104.01
Total
$ 3,580.99
Average Attendance for October = 60

Pastoral Care for December
While Pastor Megan is on maternity leave
Pastor Kristen Wipperman, our friend and
former interim pastor, will be on call for
emergency care and hospital visits. If you need
to reach her please call (319) 621-8074. For
other needs, please call the church office at
233-3156, Council President Don Lubbert
at 269-5728, or Council Vice President
Denny Craun at 235-7237.

WOMEN’S OPPORTUNITIES
Connect with a Circle—
Our December study will lead us to “Fear Not”.
While our predominant culture emphasizes the
excitement and joy of this time of year, many of
us struggle with fear. To us comes the angels’
command, just as it did to Mary, Joseph and
the shepherds: Do not be afraid!
ALL women are invited to make an intentional
connection with other women by joining one of
the lady’s circles in December.

Come for Breakfast!! All men are invited
to come join us for breakfast at the Ridgeway
Village Inn beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday,
December 1st!

Attention Council Members—Council
will be meeting on Monday, December 17th
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Board of Spiritual Life is meeting Monday
December 3rd. Plan to meet at the church
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Thank you!

Faith Discussions— “Theology on Tap”
continues in December on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month (11th) beginning at 6:30 p.m. Bring
your questions and insights and join in the
conversation on what faith means to you and
how you live out your faith in the world. We will
be meeting at Single Speed in Waterloo
located at 325 Commercial Street. This is open
to everyone—all are welcome!

NE Iowa Food Bank—OSLC actively
helps the NEI Food Bank by collecting
groceries items each month. Suggestions for
the month of December include: Cereal,
Powdered Milk, Crackers, Canned Chili,
Canned Fruit, Canned Meat, Peanut Butter,
and Cooking Oil. Our food bin is located in the
narthex by the library. Thank you for your help
and generosity!

Rebecca Circle— Ladies are invited to join us
for our Christmas party on December 3rd. We
will meet at the 63 Diner for lunch followed by a
$10 gift exchange. If you have any questions,
please call Roberta Jacobson at 235-1544.
Ruth Circle— Ruth Circle ladies will be eating
a Christmas lunch together on Monday,
December 10th at the 63 Diner beginning at
11:30 a.m. If you have any questions please
call Louise Starkey at 296-7135.
Deborah Circle will meet on the 2nd Tuesday
which is December 11th. Ladies are asked to
bring a treat to share. Start time is 2:00 p.m.
Call Mary Martin if you need more information
at 235-7597.

Widow’s ‘n’ Widower’s Group—

ADDRESS CHANGES/UPDATES—

All are invited to come eat with us on Monday,
December 17 at 11:30 a.m. We’ll be at the
Steamboat this month so come and enjoy!
Feel free to call Joanne Lubbert if you have
any questions at 232-8129.

Adelia Menuey Blomgren
2651 St. Francis Dr Unit G24
Waterloo, 50702-5442

OSL Christmas
Shoppe—
Our Christmas event will
happen on Monday, December 3rd from 5 to 7
p.m. at the church building. Gifts are stacking
up under the tree as we prepare to fill the
“OSL Christmas Shoppe” this season. Our
goal is to introduce ourselves to 18-20 families,
and give each one a more meaningful
celebration of Jesus’ birth and a positive
experience with the church family here at Our
Savior’s.
Everyone is invited to help us with the
remaining tags on the tree in the narthex. We
are asking you to purchase the gift on the tag,
leave it unwrapped, and bring it to the church
by Sunday, December 2nd.
Parents will be able to come to the OSL
Christmas Shoppe and buy these gifts at a
reduced price. We will provide a place for them
to wrap the gifts for their own children. If you
have extra Christmas wrapping paper that
you could donate, we could use it in this
area. Each family is limited to four (4) gifts no
matter their size, to supplement their Christmas
experience.
Christian Community Developers have
found that the opportunity for families and
parents to select and purchase their own gifts
at an affordable rate provides dignity to parents
and families in a time of financial hardship.
Invitations have been sent out to parents
involved with Love INC to come to our building
and shop for their children. A big THANK YOU
to all who have participated to make the Our
Savior’s Christmas Shoppe a success!

Henry Branhagen
1223 Prairie View Rd Unit 410A
Cedar Falls, 50613-2260
Deborah Estrem
606 Longfellow Ave
Waterloo, 50703-1711
Betty Fuller
1223 Prairie View Rd Unit 513B
Cedar Falls, 50613-2260
Jeremy Johnson
816 W 28th St.
Cedar Falls, 50613-5019
Erika Levy
1530 W 2nd St
Waterloo, 50701-2710
Helen Trower

433-8017

The Tree Will Be Bare! After our
Christmas Shoppe experience there
will only be lights left on the
Christmas tree in the narthex. If
you have an extra ornament to
share, please feel free to bring
it and hang it on the tree for the
remainder of the season. Remember which
one is yours so you can claim it at the end of
the year—thank you!

Wishing you
and yours a very
Merry Christmas!

Welcome! Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Begins at 7:15 p.m.

GUESS WHO?
Can you identify these friends in this
picture? They made a great Halloween
couple this year—

