OUR MISSION STATEMENT….
We are active believers
renewed by the Holy Spirit,
giving glory to God.
Reaching out to others,
we bring hope in Christ to the
community and the world.

A Word from Pastor Megan
Garden of Eatin’ Update
Young at Heart Lunch
Evangelism Activities
Widow’s ‘n’ Widower’s Lunch
Women’s Opportunities
Early Christmas
Announcement

What to Expect When your Pastor is
Expecting: Maternity Leave
Dear Our Savior’s Family,
The weekly countdown is on and
Baby Graves is growing and getting closer
to the arrival date sometime in October!
Andy and I are excited to meet our little one
and for our baby to eventually meet an
extended church family who has already
shown so much love through prayer, shared
joy, and showered us with grace and genuine
excitement. On behalf of all three of us, I
want to be sure to begin by saying Thank
You, Thank You for your continued love
and support through this pregnancy. Having
you all give us so much support has been an
incredible gift.
Since this is my first time being
pregnant and a pastor, the title of this article
is a little deceiving. I actually do not know
everything to expect when your pastor is
expecting. However, there are some things
that might be good for you all to know as we
journey through this together.
First of all, the Council worked with
me to make it possible to have ten weeks of
maternity leave. This time away is a
combination of some paid leave and some of
my allotted vacation time. That may seem
like a long time to some of you as it initially
felt like a long time to me. However, many
of you who have mothered and fathered in
some way constantly express how fast the
early months go by. This time will be used
to embrace my new role as a mother. I really
want to be attentive to our newborn, to my
recovery, and to our changing relationship

and family. At this point I plan to work up
until Baby Graves decides it is time to
arrive. My due date is October 20th, but I
will be around for worship on October 21st
if Baby Graves decides to take some extra
time (if this ends up being the case you will
probably get the chance to meet my mom as
she is planning to be here for the birth and
some time after). This means if all goes as
planned, I will be back sometime after
Christmas/the New Year.
Second, our Congregational President
and Vice President, Don Lubbert and
Denny Craun, are able leaders. The Council
meets the third Monday of the month. If you
have concerns or new business, please reach
out to Don or Denny.
Worship will be covered by a variety
of people while I am on leave.
Pastor Ruth Ann Shriver will be with you
for the 1st and 2nd Sundays of November
and December. Leaders from amongst the
congregation will lead you on the 3rd and
4th Sundays of the months of my leave.
Christmas Eve will be led by Pastor Kristen
Wipperman. Pastor Kristen Wipperman will
also be available for pastoral care such as
hospital visits and funerals during the time I
am away. You can reach her by calling 319621-8074. Our lay communion visitors will
continue to visit those on our home
communion list. In addition, I have no doubt
that the ways in which you naturally care for
each other will continue to come through.
Third, here are some answers to
questions you might have, but also feel free
to ask me any questions you have now as
well.
Can we come
visit you in the
hospital? We
don’t anticipate
being in the
hospital long and

would like to reserve that time for family
and for our own bonding time with our new
baby.
Can we come visit you at home? When we
come home from the hospital, we will have
a full house and we also will have no way to
know our baby’s sleeping schedule (or
mine). Because we have never done this
before, we have no idea what life will be
like in the first days or weeks but imagine it
will be a fog. If you’d like to drop
something off, please contact Sharon in the
church office and she will coordinate it. We
will send word and pictures soon after Baby
Graves makes an appearance so watch the
newsletter and announcements before
worship for this information!
While on leave, I will not be
working— this includes checking email and
responding to phone calls about church
matters. I love ministry with you all, so your
help in keeping me focused on taking care of
myself and my family during this leave time
would be so appreciated.
Baby Graves and I (and on rare
occasion Andy) will be back before you
know it! As you know there are two
congregations that are anticipating the
arrival of Baby Graves and so there are
Sunday mornings when I will be with you
but Baby Graves will be with Andy at
Fredsville. We are looking forward with
gratitude to raising our baby with all of the
love and prayers from these communities of
faith. Again, on behalf of Andy and myself,
thank you so much for your love and
support!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Megan

October 2018
Warming Hearts with God’s Love and
a Good Pair of Mittens
Far too often, children arrive at LSI’s
Beloit and Bremwood Residential Treatment
Centers with very little in their possession.
We give thanks for Iowa congregations
who faithfully respond to these needs, year
after year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on
your loving support to meet the demands for
winter apparel for children and youth at Beloit
and Bremwood. Often, children in residential
treatment have little control over their lives, so
it’s important for us to give children the
opportunity, when possible, to shop for their
new coat or mittens. Because of this, we ask
that you please not donate articles of clothing.
With your generous financial donation, many
children will have the simple joy of choosing
their new coat, knowing that they are loved and
cherished.
If you would like more information,
please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of
philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or
563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa
responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,
religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual
orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

A Loving Companion
When Tatyana came to LSI’s Bremwood
Residential Treatment Center in Waverly, she
was lonely.
She lost her mom at a young age, and her
father was incarcerated. She didn’t have
anyone to look up to, and the only way she
knew how to cope with trauma and anger was
by yelling and hitting. When she began seeing
her LSI therapist, she wasn’t comfortable
talking about her difficult past.
Then she met a new friend, Max. Max is a
three-year-old yellow Labrador Retriever, and a
friendly face to everyone he sees on
Bremwood’s campus. Thanks to a generous
donation by a local church and through a
partnership between LSI and Retrieving
Freedom, Max is now the official therapy dog
at Bremwood.
Max has been working with Tatyana for over a
year now. He sits on the sofa next to her during
every therapy session, which makes her feel
safe talking to her LSI team. Tatyana practices
calmly giving Max commands like “sit” or
“stay,” which is teaching her that her voice is
heard without needing to yell. She is using a
calmer voice when she talks to others on
campus too.
The children and teens at Bremwood love
seeing Max each day. And when more children
like Tatyana walk through the doors for the first
time, Max is there, ready to be a friendly face
and let them know they will be loved and cared
for at LSI.

Pray for our loved ones
who are facing difficulties and
health concerns—
Carolyn Riley, Mike Tovar, Lynn Bowers,
Virgil Hunemuller, Bev Bunn, Wayne Kerns,
Grethe Gaugher, Jack and Sue Pickerill,
Adelia Blomgren, Charlene Marson,
Bob Lehman, Jeanette Ridgley,
Jeananne Tharp, Charlene Ingalls,
Earnie/Julie Bean.
to be added/removed from the prayer list or
if you desire a visit, please contact the
church office 233-3156/ Pastor Megan at
231-7112.
*If you are hospitalized and would like a
pastoral visit, please call and let the Pastor
or office know. HIPAA law requires your
permission. Thank you!

Memorial Fund—August 2018
Category:
Amount:
Worship supplies
657.29
Roof
3,150.11
Office equipment
1,692.06
Kitchen
1,835.55
Sound system
1.48
Youth equipment
10.00
Choir/Music
668.10
Church Furnishings
384.70
Church Lighting
2,102.06
Heating/cooling
546.00
Lawn/Snow removal
245.00
Total $12,849.89

Condolences—
We extend our sympathies to Garry Stuber and
his family at the death of his mother,
Violet Stuber. Violet passed away on
Wednesday, September 12th at Western
Home Communities.
Our sympathy to Deb Brauchler and her
husband Harlan Neuendorf as her father,
Richard VanMill passed on Sunday evening,
September 16th. He was 88 and suffered with
Alzheimer’s for several years.
Our heartfelt sympathies to Dean Kerns and
Family as Donna passed on Wednesday,
September 19th. She was under Hospice care
at home. Donna was a faithful member at Our
Savior’s and will be missed very much.

Grace McDaniel— Martha Roling
Percy/Linda Slattenow
David/Clare Palmer
Mark/LuAnn Andera
Ken/Debbie Crawford
Beverly Haugen
David Grubb—
Jeananne Tharp
Bob Tharp—
Jeananne Tharp
Al Webbeking— Elaine Webbeking

* The Word, our
Newsletter, is
printed monthly
and mailed
toward the end
of each month. Items to be included in The
Word are due on the 15th of the month. If the
15th falls on a weekend, items are due the
following Monday. Thanks so much!
*Please schedule all activities involving use
of the building through the church office.
Church activities are scheduled on a first
come first served basis. If you would like to
schedule please call (319) 233-3156 Monday
thru Friday 8 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. (or leave message)
*Weekly announcements, which are printed
along with our Sunday bulletin, are due each
Wednesday before Noon. If you would like to
add something to the announcements please
call the office before Noon on Wednesdays.
(319) 233-3156.

*Didn’t see your birthday
or anniversary on the
calendar? Can we add
your cell phone number
to our contact
information? Did you
cancel your home
phone? Has your
physical address
changed? How about your email address? You
can help keep all this information current and
up to date by calling (319) 233-3156 or email
us at oslcwloo@mediacombb.net.

Board of Spiritual Life is meeting Monday
October 1st. Plan to meet at the church
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Thank you!

NE Iowa Food Bank—Our Savior’s is
actively helping the NEI Food Bank by
collecting groceries items each month.
Suggestions for the month of October include:
Cereal, Powdered Milk, Canned Chicken, Cake
& Bread Mixes, Soup, Whole Wheat Pasta,
Peanut Butter, and Rice. Thank you for
helping the hungry in our community.

OSLC LOAN CLOSET—Our loan closet is
From Your Treasurer
$$—Financially Speaking—$$
Amount needed to meet our budget:
Weekly = $ 3,462.00
Monthly = $15,000.00
*For the month of August 2018:
Income
offerings $ 9,947.50
Miscellaneous Income
394.75
Total
$10,342.25
Total Expenses — 17,052.79
Total
$ (6,710.54)
Average Attendance for August = 60

Men of OSLC!! Come join us for breakfast
at the Ridgeway Village Inn on October 6th
beginning at 8:00 a.m. All men are invited!!

Attention Council Members—Council
will be meeting on Monday, October 15th
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Young at Heart Adult Social Group—
We are meeting at Steamboat Gardens for
lunch at 11:30 pm. on October 23rd, 2018
Come join us for some social time on Tug
Boat Tenderloin Tuesday--they are just 99
cents! I know what I'm gonna order! Dawn
Holmes 319-268-1663.

available to anyone who has a need for
medical equipment. If you or someone you
know could make use of the loan closet please
contact Joyce Arends at 234-4376. Also,
please call Joyce if you currently have checked
items out and have not contacted her.
Thank you!

End of Summer Picnic—Jane Hopper,
Board of Evangelism Team will host a potluck
picnic after service on
Sunday, October 7th for
all who would like to come!
It will be held at the Hopper
residence at 10517
Dubuque Road, Jesup.
Tableware and drinks will
be provided and you are free to bring whatever
dish you wish to share. A lawn chair might be a
good idea also, if you have one. If you have
questions, please contact Jane at 230-8848.

Faith Discussions—“Theology on Tap” will
continue this fall every 2nd Tuesday of the
month beginning at 6:30 p.m. Bring your
questions and insights and join in the
conversation on what faith means to you and
how you live out your faith in the world. We will
be meeting at Single Speed in Waterloo
located at 325 Commercial Street. This is open
to everyone—all are welcome!

WOMEN’S
OPPORTUNITIES

Connect with a Circle—
ALL women are invited to make an
intentional connection with other women by
joining one of the ladies circles this fall. Jesus
will never force Himself on us. He calls us
“Softly and Tenderly” to come learn about Him.
“When we know the full force of God’s
forgiveness and mercy, it changes who we are,
what we do and how we move in the world.”
~Jennifer Phelps Ollikainen

Rebecca Circle meets on the first Monday of
each month and this month that happens to be
October 1st! What a great way to start a new
month! We will begin at 10:00 a.m. Please call
Roberta Jacobson if you have any questions at
234-7271.
Ruth Circle ladies will be getting together on
Monday, October 8th beginning at 10:00 a.m.
If you have any questions call Louise Starkey
at 233-7323.
Deborah Circle will meet on the 2nd Tuesday
of October, the 9th beginning at 2:00 p.m. for a
time of study and prayer. Call Mary Martin if
you need more information at 235-7597.

CHURCH WOMEN
UNITED
Waterloo –
Evansdale –
Cedar Falls –
Friday, October 5, 2018 Church Women United
will be meeting at the YWCA downtown
Waterloo, beginning at 9:30 a.m. (The YWCA
is located at 425 Lafayette St. in Waterloo)
Joyce Arends, Joanne Lubbert and
Jeanette Alton are the listening team for
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. The purpose of
our forum meeting is to hear what women from
other local church denominations are
concerned about, gather for conversation and
reach for group decisions for social actions
among God’s people. It is also our goal to
strengthen communications between the
churches and with Women United. Our
Savior’s would like more women to join the
listening team and feel free to bring a friend
along! Mark this date on your calendar and
join us! Call Joyce Arends with any questions
at 234-4376 and leave a message. May we be
diligent about representing God’s Church
Thanks!

October is Clergy
Appreciation Month…
In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month,
use these alphabetical reminders of how
to treat pastors:
A

Accept them as people.

B

Build them up. Say “thank you.”

C

Communicate with them.
M

Maintain—their family has the
same needs as other families.

N

Nurture—Help them grow in
grace.

D

Defend them when someone tries
to run them down.

E

Entertain them. They like to have
fun, too!
O

Offer to help—the list is endless.

F

Family—allow them to have a
family life.

P

Pray for them. Lift up their names
to God daily.

Genuine—Be honest with them.
Be yourself around them.

Q

Quelch not—Encourage instead!

Honor them. Don’t put them on a
pedestal, but respect them.

R

Rejoice in and with them.

S

Surprise them—in little/big ways.

I

Income. Pay them enough so
money isn’t a concern.

T

Trust them. Believe in them.

J

Judge not! Avoid being critical.

U

Understand them. Put yourself in
their place.

K

Kind—treat them as you want to
be treated.

V

Vacation—they need time away.

L

Love—See First Corinthians 13.

W

Welcome them into your home.

eX

Expend yourself, not them.

Y

Yoke—Help them with their
burdens with grace and dignity.

Z

Zap all gossip!

G
H

For several years I have
read the Bible through twice in
12 months. It is a great and
powerful tree, each word of
which is a mighty branch. Each
of these branches have I well shaken,
so desirous was I to know what each one bore
and what it would give me. And the shaking of
them has never disappointed me. ~Martin Luther

Garden of Eatin’ Update
This year’s garden season
has gone fast. We will be
finishing up things from the
garden in October. We hope
to have some Brussels’
sprouts, pole beans,
butternut squash and
tomatoes coming up. I estimate that by the end
of September we will have harvested 246
pounds. Our greatest success was our carrots
and squash. Each year brings its own
challenges and we will be forever picking
Japanese beetles and squash bugs. But we
welcome the bees and butterflies. All of our
produce has been donated to the neighbors,
the House of Hope and the congregation. We
welcome volunteers for next year’s garden. Let
Debbie Crawford know if you can help.
Thanks!!!

Widow’s ‘n’ Widower’s Group—
All are invited to come eat with us on Monday,
October 15th at 11:30 a.m. The group will meet
at the 63 Diner for our October lunch outing.
Feel free to call Joanne Lubbert if you have
any questions at 232-8129.

Free Genealogy Workshop – The DAR
is hosting this workshop on October 20th from
9 a.m. to Noon. It will be held at First
Presbyterian Church, 902 Main St. Cedar Falls.
More information on the bulletin board or call
Debbie Crawford at 277-7514

Baby
Graves

Planning Ahead for Christmas—
The Board of Evangelism is asking you
to join them as they partner with Love INC to
set up the “OSL Christmas Shoppe” this
coming season.
This is a one-day event scheduled for
December 3rd and is designed to give families
in need a meaningful celebration of Jesus’
birth. Invitations will be sent out to parents
involved with Love INC to come to our building
and shop for their children.
We are asking you to provide the gifts
by taking a tag off the tree as we’ve done it in
the past. Gifts will need to be new and left
unwrapped, not to exceed $30.00.
Parents will be able to come to the OSL
Christmas Shoppe and buy these gifts at 90%
off the purchase price. They also will have an
opportunity to wrap the gifts for their own
children. Each family is limited to four (4) gifts
no matter their size to
supplement their Christmas
experience.
We will offer child care and a soup
supper in addition to the shopping and
wrapping. Be thinking of how you can use your
time, talent, and treasure to help make this
event a success! Helpers will be needed with
the meal, child care, wrapping and will also be
needed to escort parents from room to room
and help them carry their packages to their car
and offer to pray with them.
Our goal is to help 18 to 20 families this
Christmas. More details will follow as we get
closer.

LATE NOTICE: Young at Heart Group is
changing the date of their gathering to
Wednesday, October 25th at the Steamboat on
Falls Avenue beginning at 11:30 a.m. (The

earlier announcement was for Tues. 24th)

