OUR MISSION STATEMENT….
We are active believers renewed
by the Holy Spirit, giving glory to
God.
Reaching out to others,
we bring hope in Christ to the
community
and the world.
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"Christ Is Risen. He Is Risen
Indeed!"
In this way we greet each other on Easter
Sunday and on the Sundays during the
Easter Season. This greeting connects us
to Christians over the millennia since
Jesus' death and resurrection, reminding
us of the surprise and joy that Christians
will always experience at that thought.

Surprise and Joy…..
It's easy to understand why the early
Christians were absolutely astounded
that, hope against hope, their Lord, Savior
and friend was ALIVE. Not that things
were ever going to be the same
(sometimes that's a good thing, isn't it?
Growth and change can HURT!), but that
their hope was RENEWED in a most
unexpected, life and world changing way.

Resurrection still works that
way…..
While we may have to endure the loss or
even death of something we hold dear, or
while we may have to grow beyond what
makes us comfortable, renewal comes to
us in surprising ways as we follow the
path Christ lays out for us. Growth and
change are natural and sometimes
surprising results of being touched by
Resurrection. Things may not ever be the
same again but following Christ and
experiencing the Surprise and Joy of his
presence and guidance can be amazing.

Peace,
Pastor Megan

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa
responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and
a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in
America).
Building a Stronger Family

APRIL
National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to the Iowa Department of Human
Services, 8,892 Iowa children were found to be
abused in 2016. The most common forms of
abuse included denial of critical care, physical
injury, exposure to illegal drugs and sexual
abuse.
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat
child abuse through prevention, safety, and
stability services, as well as mental and
behavioral health treatment.
Through regular in-home visits to families,
LSI’s Early Childhood Services prevent child
abuse by giving parents the support,
education, and resources they need to build a
healthy, stable home for their children. In 2017,
our Early Childhood programs provided more
than 15,000 in-home visits to families.
LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency
Services help children and families already
involved in a crisis or abuse situation to
become safer and more stable, and LSI’s
Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment
Centers serve many children and youth who
have experienced trauma from past abuse or
neglect.
You make a direct impact on these children
and families through your support of LSI.
Thank you!

Stacy’s daughter, Danikah, was a happy and
playful toddler. But things began to change
when her baby brother, Parker, was born. She
was happy to see him in the hospital at first,
but she struggled to adjust to a new child at
home, especially when it came to sharing a
room with Parker.
Stacy found LSI’s New Parent Program shortly
after Parker was born, and she hoped it could
help her daughter adjust to the changes at
home. The free, voluntary program provides
support and education to families during and
after pregnancy. Through the program, Stacy
gets to meet other families in her community,
and Danikah gets to interact with other children
who have siblings.
Danikah is learning how other siblings share
their toys and interact. Meanwhile, Stacy is
learning to adjust to her children’s
developmental stages. Through the program,
she has learned to potty train Danikah and
manage her daughter’s temper tantrums.
At home, Stacy and her children receive
regular visits from their LSI team. Each week,
the team brings creative new crafts Stacy can
make from materials around the house.
Danikah, now 5, is always eager to learn a new
activity from her LSI worker during each visit.
She’s even starting to share her homemade
toys with Parker.
“The program is fun for the kids, but you can also do
things as a family,” Stacy says. “You get that time with
your child, and you’re building a better relationship in the
process.”

Church Women United—
Church Women United is a
racially, culturally and theologically
inclusive, ecumenical Christian
women’s movement, celebrating unity, diversity
and working for a world of peace and justice.
FORUM MEETING is Friday, April 6th
beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the YWCA downtown
Waterloo. Our speaker will be from Retrieving
Freedom along with some Veterans and others
of interest. Mark the date and bring a friend!
Our Savior’s ladies will provide treats and
coffee, so come and enjoy! The forum meeting
brings women together from the Cedar Valley
area for group decisions, social actions,
fellowship and communication between all
faiths in Waterloo, Cedar Falls and Evansdale.
Everyone is welcome to attend our events!
ALSO COMING UP—Friday, May 4th is May
Friendship Day! Our theme is: Reaching for
Wholeness in Gratitude to God This is an
annual event each year for our church friends
to come together and honor ALL women of
ALL ages, to renew old friendships and
cultivate new ones, to pray and celebrate
together the greatness of our God. All women
are invited to come enjoy fellowship and a
meal together. A noon luncheon is planned
with a program following at 1:00 p.m. A freewill offering will be accepted. Reservations for
lunch are required and tickets cost $7.00 per
person. Our friends at Unity Presbyterian
Church are hosting this event. They are
located at 1149 Hammond Avenue in
Waterloo. Help us make it a Great Day!
Please come and
enjoy how
wonderful it is to be
a part of a growing
community of
Christian believers.
Questions?
Contact Joyce Arends at 243-4376.
*Please note that Our Savior’s will be
hosting May Friendship Day in 2019!

Medical Loan Closet— As people age
health declines and the more likely we are to
need medical equipment. Our Savior’s Medical
Loan Closet has been very successful in our
congregation and community. We want to help
people through this ministry in their times of
need. To request an item please contact Joyce
at 234-4376. You can also donate items if you
have extra or left-over equipment that you don’t
need anymore. All items need to be CLEAN
and in good working condition. Please give
Joyce a call so she can keep her inventory up
to date—thank you and God bless you!

*If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, or if you have added a cell
phone, no longer have a home phone,
changed your address, or have an email
address that we can use. Please call (319)
233-3156 or email us at
oslcwloo@mediacombb.net.
*Our Newsletter, The Word, is printed monthly
and mailed toward the end of each month.
Items to be included in The Word are due on
the 15th of the month. If the 15th is on a
weekend, items are due the following Monday.
*Please schedule all activities involving the
building through the office. Communication
is very important in regards to planning
events that require the use of the building.
Please don’t assume the building will be
available when you show up. The building,
or specific areas of the building, may be
reserved for church activities on a first
come first served basis.
*Announcements are printed weekly for the
Sunday morning service. If you would like to
add something to the announcements please
call the office before Noon on Wednesdays.
(319) 233-3156.

*Note that if you would like a pastoral visit
while hospitalized please call and let the
Pastor or office know. HIPAA law prevents
calling or visiting without your permission.
Thank you!

Pray For Our Loved Ones—
Bob/Margaret Browne, Charlene Ingalls,
Wayne Kerns, Vera Bergen, Bev Bunn,
Jeananne Tharp, Grace McDaniel,
Earnie/Julie Bean, Elaine Steinbronn,
Bob/Kathy Glawe.
If you would like to be added/removed from
the prayer list or desire a visit, please
contact the church office 233-3156 or
Pastor Megan at 231-7112.

Memorial Fund—February 2018
Category:
Amount:
Worship supplies
642.29
Roof
2,890.11
Office equipment
1,667.06
Kitchen
1,835.55
Sound system
1.48
Youth equipment
10.00
Choir/Music
353.10
Church Furnishings 1,528.79
Church Lighting
1,095.00
Heating/cooling
390.00
Lawn/Snow removal 125.00
Total $10,538.38

In Loving Memory
Of:

By:

Donna
Joens

Russ/Betty Westmeyer
Maryann Locke
Clifford/Janet Joens
Naomi Fisher
W.E./Betty Wexter
Martin/Darlene Kunz
Sandra Smith
John Burns
Jack/Sue Pickerill
Bernie/Joyce Arends
Doug/Roberta Jacobson
Roxie Davis
LeAnn Davis
Dawn Holmes
Grethe Gauger
Dorothy Hacker
David Joens
Jeanette Alton

Sandy
Slater

Jack/Sue Pickerill

Harvey
Schneider

Jeanette Alton

ATTENTION
WELCA
We ask
ALL WOMEN of
Our Savior’s to save Wednesday, May
2nd on your calendar. We will be
meeting at the church to have a serious
discussion about the continuation of our
WELCA program. Jane Blough and
Sandy Stuber are leading the
meeting. They need the support of all
the women of the church to come and
share thoughts, opinions and desires
about this long-standing group of the
church. The start time is 9 a.m. Your
participation is vital!
Birthday/Anniversary Sunday Join us
April 15th as we recognize our members who
are celebrating their anniversary or a
birthday. We will meet in the lounge after the
service. Everyone is invited to come for a cup
of coffee and treat!

Easter Morning Breakfast—

Helping the NE Iowa Food Bank—

The Youth will be hosting our annual Easter
Breakfast. Please join us between first service
and second service Easter morning for good
food & great fellowship.
There is no charge for this meal although a
free will offering basket will be available and
donations will be appreciated.
Thank you for supporting OSLC Youth.

Help us fill our food bin for our local food bank.
Items suggested for the month of April include:
Powdered Milk, Canned Vegetables, Spam,
Instant Potatoes, Peanut Butter, Cereal, and
Whole Wheat Pasta. Expiration Dates matter!
To make sure we are donating safe food items,
please be sure to check the expiration date on
your donations. Thanks for your generosity!

SEE YOU EASTER MORNING!

Young at Heart 50 Plus’rs: Join us for a
meal out at Z’s Restaurant on Airline
Highway in Waterloo on Wednesday, April
11th at 11:30 a.m. Take a break from all
the outside yardwork and come for some planning and fellowship time. Put on your thinking
caps for some summer outings you may be
interested in this year and bring them with you
to Z’s. Upcoming for May: I’m planning on a
day trip to Dubuque’s free Arboretum and
taking a ride on the Fenelon Place Elevator, so
let me know if you are interested in joining the
car pool for that upcoming event which
includes a meal in Balltown.

Free Genealogy Workshop—
The Cedar Falls Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution is hosting a workshop
for those interested in genealogy. This event is
free to the public but you need to RSVP by
Saturday, April 14th. Members from the
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society will be
present also. Interested persons should meet
at First Presbyterian Church at 902 Main Street
in Cedar Falls on Saturday, April 21st from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You may reserve your
spot by calling Sue LeQuatte at (319) 9397260 or Jeverna Mulligan at (319) 236-0608 or
cedarfallsdar@gmail.com

Please change the following in your latest
directory. The “Directory Updates” section of
the newsletter is your opportunity to keep your
directory as close to completely accurate as
possible. If you know of a change that needs to
be made, please give the office a call and
Sharon will be glad to announce it here—
thank you!

Faye Wilson
3237 Santa Maria Drive
Waterloo, 50702-5331
Earnie & Julie Bean
626 Summit Avenue (no PO Box)
Waterloo, 50701
From Your Treasurer
$$—Financially Speaking—$$
Amount needed to meet our budget:
Weekly = $ 3,462.00
Monthly = $15,000.00
*For the month of February 2018:
Income
offerings $ 9,009.00
Miscellaneous Income
358.00
Total
9,367.00
Total Expenses — 13,283.16
Total
(3,916.16)
Average Weekly Giving Feb. = $2,252.25
Average Attendance Feb. = 50

Tabitha Quilters— Join the Quilters on

April Showers—

Tuesday, April 3rd and also April 17th beginning at 9:00 a.m. We meet in the Social Hall
and spend time cutting, sewing, tying, quilting
and visiting with one another. Bring a sack
lunch and we’ll eat together around Noon.

Evangelism will have "April
Showers" for Love INC. April
1 - 30. They are in need of
cleaning supplies, personal
items. Please select a cloud for an item to
purchase. Return the item and the cloud.

Ladies Circles

Potluck— April 22 after service will be our

The Prodigal Son

Spring potluck. Bring your favorite
spring/summer dish. Beverages will be
furnished.

This is the final session in a
four-part series that
focuses on “multiple
meanings” or the way in
which Bible stories come to mean different
things to different people. All ladies are invited
to join other women of faith during one of these
times:
Rebecca Circle – Monday, April 2nd begins at
10:00 a.m. Please contact Roberta Jacobson
with any questions at 235-1544.
Ruth Circle – Monday, April 9th begins at
10:00 a.m. Louise Starkey can answer any
questions at 296-7135.
Deborah Circle – Tuesday, April 10th begins
at 2:00 p.m. If you have questions, please
contact Mary Martin at 235-7597.

" I Like Pancakes "
Our Savior’s Pancake
Breakfast April 29, 2018
10:00 a.m. until noon—
pancakes, eggs, bacon,
sausage, toast, juice, and
coffee.
A Great Deal for $6.00!

Free Community Dinner—The annual
Free Community Dinner will be April 25, 4:30 6:40 p.m. Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and
beverage will be served. Plan to attend this fun
event to meet our community neighbors.

Garden of Eatin' News

Widow’s ‘n’ Widower’s Group—
You are invited to come eat with us on
Monday, April 16th at 11:30 a.m. at Z’s
Restaurant. Please direct any questions to
Joanne Lubbert at 232-8129.

Activity Night—April 26 Activity night. We
will be making a Mother's Day gift. Please join
us at 6:30 p.m. in the social hall to learn a new
skill and fellowship. Bring your neighbors,
children, grandchildren, relatives. See you
there!

Spring is upon us and we are in the planning
stages for our garden. This is the 5th year for
our project. We will be planting the garden on
Tuesday, April 24th with a rain date of
Thursday, April 26th.
If you are interested in helping with this
project, please call Debbie Crawford at
277-7514 and leave a message.

Our True Power Source
The story is told of someone who plugged a
power strip into itself and then couldn’t
understand why the system wouldn’t turn on!
We get a kick out of such tales, yet how often
do we try to “power” our own lives? We
frequently think we need to be the source of
our own strength, joy, peace, energy and
wisdom.
Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within
ourselves — or in any human being or earthly
circumstance, object or philosophy. Rather,
calling himself the good shepherd, Jesus says,
“I have come that [my sheep] may have life,
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
We don’t access that abundant life by
“plugging into” ourselves. Instead, Jesus
invites us to plug into his power — and joy,
peace, hope, truth — through prayer and
Scripture, worship and service, fellowship with
other Christians and the beauty of God’s world.

Bible Quiz
In John 10, what metaphor does
Jesus use to describe himself?
A. “I am the Gate …”
B. “I am the Great Prophet…”
C. Both A and B
D. “I am the Good Shepherd…”
E. Both A and D
Answer: (Read John 10)

Lenten Offering for this year will
be divided between U of IA
Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach
and ELCA Good Gifts. Thanks to
your generosity, $1,260 has been
given—May God receive glory!

